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Public Hearing Notice

See attached pages.
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Notice of Public Hearing
City of Chicago Special Service Area Number 27
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Austin

from Page !

that Kirk asked him Lo “save
Cricago”

‘We're going to save
Chicago fram horrible
crime,” said.

To Jahnsan, that effec-
tively means more Bullys
and Breezys, not troops on
the sreet

Samedollars have fowed
in. A recent boaost 1n city,
state and private funding
has allowed the nstitute o
grow its network of peace-
keepers. The men in the
program have four 8-hour
shifts each week, earning
5100 per day, Bully said,
Their hiscories and connec-
tions to the neighborhood
are olten assets

"We look for guys that
arestill in ic, but on the cusp
of change,” Bully told the
Tribune. “A lot of us, we
helped Lear the neighbor-

50 W Wl o
helpbringitup”

Stubborn crime
in Austin

After ahuge spikein 2020
and 2021, Austin has still
averaged about one homi-
cide perweeksince the start
of 2022, Through mid-Sep-
tember, Austin has recarded
40 kitlings in 2025, accord-
ingto CPD.

Mostrecently, aft Monday
afternoon, a 3%yearold
man was shot to death as
he sat in a vehicle near
Take and Central avenues,
according to CEPD. Recards
show the man had a litany
of prior drugarrests, but the

aetivint:

violence prevention workers
for not passing judgment on
those strugghing with addic-
tion,

“We support 'em because
they do make it safer,” he
aafd, “They're guys from
arcznd here and they know
how it is out here. They
knowhaw to talk to us with-
outmaking us feel like we're
nothing?”

“They feed us, they take
care of us," another man in
the lat, “Sincere,” added. “A
To of addicts and homeless
pcoplc et judged. We're all

depwplm wu'mgomg
sometining ™

Near a gas station at
Chicago and Lockwood
avenues, Breezy — born
Travaris Brown — stressed
the communal bonds of the
neighborhoad.

“Austin really is a family,”
he said. “Austin's really one
of the only neighborhoods
where there's stll, like, lead-
ership”

That familiarily can be
a double-edged sword,
though, and it's a major

Pallce t; d

f anearly

morning shooting on Aug. 10. One personwas killed and slx
others Injured during a large party near North La Crosse and

most serious charg
2014 when he was accused
of taking part in a home
invasion thatleftan 18-year-
old man dead on the South-
west Side

The man pleaded guilty to
home nwasion in 2023 and
was given credit for mare
than eight years spent in
Cook County Jail. I!linais
Department of Corrections
records TR WAt
paraled Sept. 16 — just one
weekbefore he waskilled.

Tn January, a longrime
neighborhood drug dealer
was shot to death near
Washington Boulevard und
Laramie Avenue, police and
court recards show. A few

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

weeks Jater, a man linked to
several rabberics was shot
and killed near Lake and
Central.

Another man was killed
near Hubbard Street and
Lavergns Avenus in April,
about a year afier he was
arrested with anuntraceable
“ghost gun.”

On the other hand,
drug-related overdose
deaths in Austin —and Cack
Cnunrp averall — are down

||11'r, an!hu: o data

cers have mads ncarly as
v drug-relited srrestain
Austin 2 they did through-
outall af 2024, recordsshow.

The mayor
and CPD

The mayor’s stance on
policing in his neighbor-
hood has not been without
contraversy lacally.

Tessing reporiers
abeur policing Iu weel
Jahnson

office What's more, throvgh
mid-September, CPD offi-

1967 speech delivered by
the Rev. Martin Luther King

Ir. during the height of the
Vietnam War. King said,
in part, “The final phase of
our nadonal sickness is the
disease of militarism.”

T am trying to eradi-
cate the sickness from this
city and from this coun-
wry,” Johnson said. “Jails
and incarceralion and law
enforcement is a sickness

that rd 1o safe
communities””
Johnson's remarks,

predictably, irked many taw

Catanzaraadded “Themen
and women of this Police
Department have every-
thingtodo withic”
Johnson declined to
ccamment for this story.

On the street

The Inslitute for Nonvic-
lence Chicago's peacekeep-
ers, clad in green vests, are

from the gun
wiolence that plays out on
the South Side, Bully said,
That's one thing, the
difference between out
West and out South,” he
explained. “A lot of times
when you ga out South there
willbe kids and girls getting
ki"cd The difference out
here, mast people that gel
killed (are) the people they
~were looking far"
“Everybady knows every-

acrass che neighborhood.
In the marmning, the prior-
kidsgetto

John Camnzm,prmden(
ofcheunion that represents
rank-and-file Chicago palice
officers, raveled ta theblock
in Austin where the mayor
and his family live to record
a video message ta union
members,

“Behind me is the
mayor’s house. Three squad
cars blocking it, patrolling
it, pratecting it for him an
his family. Yet he calls law
enforcement ‘a sickness;’
Catanzara said. “What a
hypocrite piece of garbage.
And the sooner he is gane,
in March of (20)27, the
better”

“Shame on Mayor John-
son for thinking he has
anyth:ng to do with” Chi
£0's declinein gun violence,

ityis
school safely.

After classes begin, they
may pass out foad and check
in wuh the neighborhood'’s

dy, ybudy knows
siha they're legking for

And the cycle would
continue just days later.

Abaut10:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, twa people —a 52-year-
old woman and a25-year-cld
man — were sjhu[ and enti-

idents. Tn the

afternoon, they’re back at

their posts during school
dismissal

The West Side has for

decades been the epicenter

of the city's narcotics bﬁd.!.

cally dingto
police,inashoating near the
“Zombieland” vacant loL

MORE FOR

which, inturn,

the area’s violence,

Last Friday afternaon,
a dazen or so addicts were
hanging out in a vacant ot
on Central Avenue, Bully
and Breezy call the spot
“Zombieland,” and they
were grected warmly by

Already gerung the
Tribune in print? Your
subseription comes with
Unllersived Digital Access
to chicagotribune com
and the eNewspaper.
Acdvateyouraccoune:

those
One of the men in the
lot, ‘T Slim,” credited the
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