
 

 

 
S U B S T I T U T E 
R E S O L U T I O N 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Chicago is a city of neighborhoods, and, in 1993, the City Council 

designated the official 77 community areas of the City; and 
WHEREAS, the name of our community area, Douglas, for Stephen A. Douglas, has long 

been associated with a figure whose legacy is intertwined with the painful history of slavery; and 
WHEREAS, history has shown us the importance of acknowledging and rectifying the 

wrongs of the past to build a more inclusive and equitable future; and 
WHEREAS, we, the residents of this community, believe in the fundamental principles of 

justice, equality, and the recognition of human dignity; and 
WHEREAS, Frederick Douglass, a champion of liberty, justice, and human rights, represents 

values that better reflect our community's aspirations; and  
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Illinois Election Code, 10 ILCS 5/28-1 et seq., and the Illinois 

Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/3.1-40-60, the corporate authorities of a municipality have the 
authority to submit a public question to the electors of the municipality by means of a 
referendum; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby intends to submit a public question of significance to the 
residents of the 4th Ward within the City of Chicago; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is in the best interest of the residents of the 4th Ward 
within the City of Chicago to submit this question to the voters of the 4th Ward at the Municipal 
General Election scheduled to be held on February 23, 2027; now, therefore, 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO: 

 

SECTION 1. The foregoing recitals are found as fact and incorporated herein by 
reference. 

SECTION 2. The City Council of the City of Chicago hereby initiates and authorizes the 
following public question to be submitted to the voters of the 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 
24 precincts of the 4th Ward within the City of Chicago at the Municipal General Election next 
occurring after the effective date of this resolution on February 23, 2027: 

 
Shall the City of Chicago change the name of the "Douglas" 
Community Area, named in honor of Stephen A. Douglas who has 
long been associated with the painful history of slavery, to the 
"Douglass" Community Area, in honor of Frederick Douglass, a 
champion of liberty, justice, and human rights? 

□ Yes 
□ No 

SECTION 3. That the City Clerk of the City of Chicago shall certify the public 
question referenced herein to the Chicago Board of Election Commissioners in 
accordance with Article 28 of the Election Code. 

SECTION 4. This resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 

________________________ 

Lamont J. Robinson, Alderman 4th Ward 

 


